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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X1 Nationa Denocratic Party (MDP) 

i. Founding and purpose. The MDP was instigated by the Russians for the purpose of 
obtaining support for SED policies from those large segnents of the Russian Zone 
population, particularily the nationalistic elements, “hich are opposed to the SED 
itself, To attract these groups into its organizetion the NOP does not demand any 
particular ideology of its members and proclaims its sole aim to be the oremotion 
of Germany and Serman interests. Partie.Jar appeal is made to former “Iszi party 
menbers, professional soldiers, ctc. Cwer 50 percent of the members of the NDP 
formerly belonged to the NSDAP, end a considerable part of the rest are former 
officers and professional soldiers. Horever, the party's indifference toward 
ideolory has led to «4 lack of party enthusiasm in the ranks of the members. 


ee in bloc pelitics, the NDP supports the measures advocated by the SZD, and hence the 
SUD, backed by the NOP and the Pauernpartei, musters three votes against the tro of 
the 1OP-CDU factions. NOP leaders are for the most part former teachers in the anti~ 
fascist schools in the USSH, and former S"D members are to be found in many 
sveisvorstinde, in a11 Lendesvorst4nde; anc in the Hauptvorstand. The officials 
runnin: the business end of the lationel cseitungsverlag ere oll SLD members and are 
in a position to keep the S00) informed on ND? affairs. Uo ever, cooperation between 
the NDP and the SED is concealed as far as possible: ND? officials are forbidden to 
enter SED offices, and every communication »ith the SED has te be made by telephone 
(fermiinidLich) to avoid an \exchange of letters between the two parties. 


3. The appearance of the NOPts Seean, the Netional Zeitung, preceded the founding of 
the party. The paper was originally non-nartisan, end, by Russian Zone standards, 
amazingly unviased. From readers of this newspaper a comaittee was formed for 
establishine the party. To this committee, constituted in Halle, belenced Sinang . vbherss 
Stadtbaurat Professor Heilmann, tevierungerat Otto itihle, and Max Schneider. The 
real objectives of the party were rather effectively concealed from the rank—and.-file 
members. 


eed 
& 


Organization. 


a, Hanotvorstand ("ain lxecutive Comrlttee) 


Chai rman Jr. Lothar Bols “inister fiir Aufbau in the DDR; emizrated to 
Hussia dvrineg 'itler's resime and taught in Pr 
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Vice-chajrean VYineenz “tller Pomer covrander cf the Third 


Artillery Corps, who waa in Russian 
captivity; formerly chief of steff of 
the Crengpolizei und wereitschaftens: 
apnointed wIP polivicel secretary 
February or “areh 19):9. 


Voliltical Secretary Neinrich fo mann “‘aior in 83rd 4rtillery icgiment; 
member NsFD; disliked because cf his 
arrovant dictatoris] disnosition., 


rress °: Nadio Vacant 
Business Chairman Youn-, lively, imavinntive, and 
‘Yaufminnischer clever person; -ife is owner of the 
Seschéftsftthrer) fnu Brauns “RBerolina-ieklame-Sesellechaft", 
throuch wiich most of the party 
propaganda is directed. 
teonomic fnu Reinwarth “as working for the NOP Kreisvorstand 
(Cirtschaft Div. in Erfurt; for a short time was chief 
editor of the National Zeitung, 
: he pi tahitian) 
succeeding Albrecht Albert. 
Youth Section Yorst Kr&ter Tmnediately upon his return fron 
the Antifa School in the USSR in 
eerly 1919, was appointed to the 
Wr! ® Youth Section. 
Yoren' suection unknen to source 


Political Studies 


25X1 Section Slefgied Jallmann Previous history unkno- se 


4 


b, oreater terlin Landesverband 
Chairman flfred vunderlich At present on leave of absence to 
Serve as Staatssekretar in the Dits 
“inistry of Endustry, ©. 
Political fnu von ldienke Yormer general, who came recently 
Secretary (1)- ‘ from iussia, and, accorcin: to a 
nevspaner account, visited Dr. Rolls 
and became a member of the NDP 
Landesverstand Gross Berlin imne- 
diately after the conference. 
Business Elaus Schippan For a time publications director of’ 
Chairman the National Zeitunir 
25X1 
25X1 4 o ry 4 f9\ a se f 
Press % Radio Dr. Peeck (2) ft present deputy of ‘urderlich. 3) 


‘ax Schneider (1) Cne of the founders of the perty: for 
: p uy 

a short time director oo” the “MDP 

school in wxekor, 
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25X1 Youth Section E. Londscher Previous history unknovn[ | 


25X1 


@. Saxony-Anhalt Landesverberd 


Chairman Prof. Adolf Heilmann Stadtbeuret; repleced ns chairman 
in fugust or Septe-ber 1919 
because of his attitude torard 
the DUK (Ch). 


Dr. Ctteo atihle One of the founders of the NOP; 
Replerunzsrat and later 
Cberrerierungsrat in the Saxony- 
Anhalt government, but took a 
leave of absence frem his 
official position to do party 
work; since early Cetober a 
Doctor of Philosophy. 


Political Siegfried Kollecker f xcod acquaintance of Rthle's 
Secretary fron the USSR; because of a 


speech defect is hardly suitable 
for public catherines. 


vomen's Section Frau Ptlhle Crivinally treasurer, but later 
relieved of this nost because 
of her mirital comection with 
the chairman. 


Youth Section 201f Schneider Pormer PDJ official in Vernigerode. 
Political Studies fm F&rster Porner MSDAP. 
fusiness Chairman fn “iehne aifted; through his connection 


in the west, has been avle to 
supply Saxony~fnhalt and the 
zone commitiee ~ith verious 
scarce items. 


retin ee 


Chairman Jonny Lthr Former SED official; now represented 
to a certain extent’ in the SID 
Landesverband by his wife. 


Executive fnu Rerger 
‘GSeschiftsfthrer ) 


e. Saxony Landesverband 


Tet 


Chairaan Jil mos Korn (5) 


GORPIDEUET ST 
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¢, Thurinsia I andesverband 


The offices are in Erfurt, Assignment of pests not available 
at present. (6) 


gm. Srandonburs Londcsverband 
Chairasn or. Néktzenbur:- Since 10i© has been in taro 
4 ¥ ’ iZ 
different varties, finally be- 
cane CU official. (7) 


aress & Radio fnu Taube lives in Scréneiche near ~Rerlin. 


The HOP has 156 Xreisverb#nde, one in every <reis in the Soviet Zone. ach 
Kreis has on the averave 100~150 meubers. The organization of Crtsverb4nde 
is still far from complete, largely because of the diffienlty of finding 
peovle in the small communities who want to engage actively in politics. The 


total NOP membership as of November 1919 was 20,000 ~ 23,000. 


Finances. The NDP's financial situation is extremely strained because its 
bureaucracy has been expended out of proportion to the size of its membership. 
In addition ta the noney received from membership dues, which smcunt to one 

Ui a month, each Kreisverband requires a monthly extra allowance of 600-1000 DY, 
usually 1000 DM. To this are added exorbitant expenses for wages, rent, 

car maintenance, etc. for the Landesverb§nde and the Hauptvorstend. Rather than 
outright financial support, hich apparently seemed too blunt to the SMA, a 
large quantity of paper was placed at the disposal of the NDP for use in 

their publications. 


THe National Zeitung sells for Live pfennig a copy and ap until 6 November 
had yielded {50,000 0M. Since this, however, was insufficient, additional 
publications were instituted: the National Zeitung am Montag, a sports 


paper, and the Deutsche Woche, a week magezZine. Desp hese, as of 6 
November 1919 nota single BI for printing had been paid the Deutsche 


Woche printing house, the VEB Berliner Druckhaus, and there were insufficion: 
funcs for any current expenses other than salaries. 


As a means of providing a greater income, a special edition for the Yelle area, 
the liallesche sational Zeitung, appearing three times 3 week, vas to be 
published conmencin= 12 ‘lovember. This paper is to include local news itess 
and local advertisements. If the experiment in Malle is a success, the NDP 
will institute similar publications in all the provinces of the Sovict Zone. 
Additional paper for these nevspaners has been approved by the SMA. The 
Hallesche National Seitu ’ was to be published in the Druckerei Zhelt in Esile, 
vhich was leased by the perty to avoid expropristion. The former oener of 
this printing concern was to continue to direct the firm. 


National Zeitunzsverlag O.m.b.ll. 
ee enh nor na aata at 


The National Zeitunzsverlag G.m.b.l. was orisinally a private liability 
company, “hose associates (Gesellschafter) included Rrauns, ax Schneider, 

De. Lothar Holz, snd florecht Albert, all of whom later became party officials, 
ffter the establishnent of the NDP, the Verlas was taken over logally 
(Lizengmissig) by the party. 


PPI yrs eee y 
COMPTON TT ay. 
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40. cational éeitun-<sverlas Civicials. 


Cae Cerne ce UOC Coreen” Seer ter Men De 


a, Dasiness nanagenent 


Director flfred Stinther Becane director in April 191.9; 
formerly chief bookkeeper for the 
Verlar3; a “ajor in “itlerts Army; 
employs several of his former 
acquaintances: secretary Rudi 
Ctten and purchaser “illi Kasten, 
his former orderly and truck 


driver. 
Advertising “anever Herbert Volf 
>. Hatdonal Zea tuny edi tors 
“ditor~in-Chief flbert Albrecht Former editor of the BZ (Berliner 


Zeitunz ) am Abend; Suddenly 
National Zeitung, but still lives 
in his Berlin apartnent and is 
thinking of publishin: another 
peper licensed in the Soviet Zone; 
his several trins to the “estern 
Zones (iknasland ereal have 
apparently been unsuccessful, 


fm leinvarth Aloert's successors; member of the 
NDP Heuptverstand, iiconomic Division. 


fm Berg Editor as of 6 Novenber 1949; 
allegedly from the west. 


Assistant Editor- fm Stritzkowsky 
in-Chief and 
Political Editor 


Culture Editor Inu Zander 

Sports Editor frm Kuhnert 
Picture and Copy fm “oritz 

Nditor 

Readers’ fru Thiame 
Correspondence 

Lditer 


e. Beiter of the Nations] Jeitun: an “ontag, the sports paper. 


ee abana amet a, mama 


Editor~in-Chief Dr. Lipvert ft the same time publisher of 
the «eimarer Abendpost. 


mane 


ad. Nditers of the Jeutsche Voche. 


meer treats {ne RO sal ea nt a 


Editor-in-Chief fn Pfatfenbach Hember of the NDP Nauptverstand 
editor only in name. 


ry 
s 


Pnu Dittner Aetual editor-inechicl, but for 
some political reascn stemming 
from the Nazi era, cannot hold a 
license officially. 


teferent fm Stilber 
CONPIDENTT AL 
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Tho lussien asency dealin= rith the “National Zeituncsverlag is the Rus 
of Infornetion, Beolin-T ichtenver., Hornannstrasse. The Russian offie 
perbicularly concerned -ith the Verlag's affairs are the following: 


Colonel Vallach (Sachbearbeiter) 
First Lt. Jollupkov 
“irst Lt. vayushkim 


Yolune of publications. The paper contingent issued by the SA to the MDP 


A AE eee he cok REL Sete chesrtnin Ian tn 


is as follows: Wationsl Ze "tung 30 metric tens; National eituns sn Montag 


arama Pie 


GO tons; Deutsche woche 270 tons.  Circelation of the Tational Zeitun= 2S” 


120,000; of the ationhl Zeitun: an Uontag 125,000; of the deutsche voche 
180,009. The sational Zeitunz, which appears five times a week, 18 usually 
six pages lon:, thoush ft once was eight pages; the National Zeitung am 
Montag consists of eicht pages eppearing once a week; the Deutsche voche 

Ts sixteen paves long. ‘The publicetions sell for five pfernriz a copy, en 
which the tro newspapers make a clear profit of 2.2 pfemniz ver sold copy. 
fs of 6 November no complete calculations on Deutsche Yoche profits had been 


made. 


Printins, The two newspepers ere printed in the SA3 Druck und Papier, 
schtitzenstrasse 90, the former VR Druckerei, where the Tagliche Rundseheu is 


Taare oatcss coed 


also printed. The Deutsche Loche is printed at the VES Berlimer ~~” 


et 


Eno eterno ames : oe 
Druckhaus, Linienstrasse, formerly the municipal council orinting house, 


Contents of the National Zeiturg, The leading articles, -hich are based on 
current political events, aré usually “ritten at the last mimite by various 
members of the EDP Nauptvorstend end the Landesverblinde. All articles mist 
be cleared by the vembers cf the various Vorstinde, “hich also set up 
defirite prerequisites. The ‘iussien Jureau of Information ives almost 
dsily so-called "required announcecents" ("PLlichtmeldungen"), which are 
telegraphed to the peper by the AD“ or ere picked up personaily by the 

chief editor from the SNA. Nees from the west or from the various news 
agencies (presumably western) may be vrinted only on the express approval of 
the SHA. Lowever, althouch in the vervinning Russian control officers 
appeared almost, daily at the Hational 4eitungsverlac, as of 6 Movenber no 
tussien officers had attended aa editorial svaif meeting for several months, 


There have often been disagreements saon- the editorial staff, since sone 
members compleined about the puslicztions' policy of coloring news items, 
painting the ners only in terms of bleck and white (Schwarz-weiss-melere:). 
To this /lbrecht always replied, "i would rather heve no one buy the 
National Zeitung then to be inprisened because of violation cf oh 
journalist re frlations." The S"/ also compleined vhen the Deutsche Woche, 
consciously and to an intensified degree, played on the erotic sentiments of 
its readers in its first issues, The SuA has strictiy forbidden such 

items in the future, alle gin: shat they are the result of western infection. 


UDP Lchool for National Politics 
in #pril 1949, the ‘uP? established its School for National Polities in tke 
fermer Seehotel in Fukow, which the party had purchased end completely 
renovated, Lach course lasts four weeks and has 60 students from the various 
Freis and Land committees. Lectures are given by members of the sP 
Heptvorstand end the Landesverbt8nde, SCD reading nateriesl is used on the 
pretext that no other histery reading material is available in the Soviet 
sone, but it has been reeeived very coldly by the students. 


Vistery as ta: ht at the school follors the “varxien line very closely. 
Interesting to note is the prise -iven to “isnarek as a prorressive in the 
creation of sociel lezislation and in is policy tovard Russia. fehracher 
end the SPD are attacked mere violently than the bourcois-reacti onary 
circles, Jefense of the Cder—eisce line has caused dissension amon the 
pupils. 


COMPIDERTT AT 
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a 
Sechncider is political secretary of the Rerlin ITandesverband and also 
SC vane editor-in-chief of the ational Zcitung, replacing Mbert Albrecht. 
‘chneider was then expected to te replaced #s editor of the paper. 
fccomting to the present report, howvever, Reinvarth succeeded (lhrecht 
end the editor as of 6 “ovember was heer. 


(2) lis neve was previously received as Dr. Joachim Peck. 


Dr. Peek 
was formerly political secretary md tron was nut in cherve of the Tress 
and Radio Jivision. The revors also stated that &ao ven Tenssi, forser 
brigadier general, ras to becoriec vice-cnairvan under “‘underlich. 


(li) Dr. Inv. dakob Adolf Leilmenn was a_menber of the LDP 198-6, but left 


(¢) Vilmos Korn is an ex-Luftwaffe Mauptmann, ex-KPD/SED. Cther Saxony NDP 
officials, as of April 1919, were as follows: 


Political Trainings fnu fdan Oberrerierungsrat; ex-Colonel 
and chicf adjutant to Paulus; 
returned from the USSR in 1917. 


Press fm von Frankenburg Mx-luftwaffe major; was a Pi 
in USSR. 


Personnel vacens; formerly “eber, who disappeared in March 199, 
Executive fnu Kreller Pusinessmans; no political. 
(Geschkftsftthrer) background. 


(6) fecordin: to previous reports, Cunther Judwiz is chairnan of the Thuringia 
Tandesverbande. 


(7) Sr. Cswald Koltzenbur~ has previously been reported to have been a member 
of the CDU, SUD, and the Volkskammer. lle is a jurist and meyor of 
ragdeburs 
(8) Cther Brandenburg NDP officials are: 
Yice-chai rman ‘Marianne Cossmann Former SD functionary; attended 
all party schools; member 
Volkskanmer. 


Dept. Commercial fnu Hseensch Nazi nayor in ast Prussia: 
Politics Sormer NSDAP. 
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